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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Concord,  
 
I remember once asking a group of children what Lent was all about.  Most were un-
certain but one child said it was stuff that comes out of the clothes dryer…aka lint.  I 
love that!  But it got me thinking about how we can grow up in the church and have 
long standing traditions that may have lost their meaning to us.  Or at the very least, 
most of us could use some reminders of just what Lent is and why we observe it.    In 
our life together the season of Lent, which is means 40 in Latin, is a season of prepar-

ing for the resurrection.  It’s a season of moderation and reflection to come face to face with our bro-
kenness and need for a savior.  In the life of the church this means we have added worship services, 
special studies and other activities.  All of these are to help us find our way to the cross of Christ as 
the heart of our faith and our identity as Christians.   But amid all the busy-ness of our daily lives it 
seems like a fair to question, why do we need more to do.  These added things are not just to have 
more to do but are opportunities for pausing for personal self-reflection and to help us prioritize our 
lives around the reality of the death and Resurrection of Jesus as the heart of who we are.  
 
This year, it is my hope that while we will have some different opportunities than perhaps we have 
had in the past- that each of us will think and think again about how our lives reflect and are an-
chored in the love and grace of the cross.   It’s literally the love and grace we see in the events of 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Palm Sunday and Easter.  The 40 days of Lent are not to be tossed 
aside, or to be seen as an annoying add on to our calendars.  Nor is the season of lent just about Fri-
day Fish Fries or  “giving something up”.  This is an intentional season in our communal and individu-
al lives to pause and remember how our faith is formed by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  
It’s to be a season of repentance- a turning to God in all things- reclaiming our identity given in the 
grace of Christ.   Lent is a bit like a start over or stop and regroup kind of season.  As such, all that 
we do in the life of the church –  special worship services,  small group study and other events for us 
to participate in are there to help us to reclaim who we are in Christ and to grow spiritually as we 
walk in the steps of Christ to the cross and the empty tomb.  It is my hope and prayer that we will use 
this season to grow and that our relationship with God would be edified in these 40 days.  Watch for 
all the details in our weekly bulletin and newsletters for all our Lenten opportunities.   
 
May we pause, remember, reset our priorities and grow so that your faith and our communal faith be 
edified as we draw near to our Lord.  
 
Pastor Jamie  
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Church  in Worship 

Overview of the Season of Lent 

It seems that many of us come from a variety of faith traditions and practices.  We also bring our own 

assumptions and knowledge regarding exactly what the season of Lent and its special services and 

traditions are all about. So to help clarify- here’s a brief overview of our Lenten Journey and our 

plans together as a congregation to observe them.  Never hesitate to clarify or ask Pastor Jamie 

questions regarding your Lenten Observations.  

 

Ash Wednesday - Wednesday February 26 at 6:30.  Ash Wednesday marks the begin-

ning of the 40 days of Lent leading up to Easter.  Sundays are not included in those forty 

days as Sundays are all considered resurrection days.  We use Ashes to remind us of 

our broken mortality and death as we repent and turn to God for Grace and forgiveness 

given in Christ. Our Ash Wed service will be held in the fellowship hall with a soup and 

bread (meager meal) and the sharing of communion around our tables.  Look for sign up 

sheet for bringing soup in the narthex. 

 

Palm / Passion Sunday- Sunday April 5th- This final Sunday of Lent marks the begin-

ning of what we know as Holy Week.  While often a festive day remembering Jesus trium-

phant entry through the city gates- we do so knowing that he comes humbly and willingly 

to lay down his life for us.  We hope to have our children lead us in a Palm parade during 

worship.  

 

 Maundy Thursday - Thurs. April 9th at 7:00 pm.  The word Maundy is   

a derivative of old English word for command or mandate.  This is the 

day we celebrate and remember the last supper and the washing of the 

disciple’s feet just prior to Jesus’ arrest and trial.  Jesus commands us 

to remember his sacrifice and to wash one another’s feet.  These are 

powerful and deeply meaningful commands and formative in our un-

derstanding of Christ’s sacrificial love for each of us.  We will gather for worship that will include both 

communion and foot washing.  Every one of all ages are welcome.  While foot washing is not some-

thing many of us are accustomed to- please know that it is not required for you to participate.  So 

please don’t let it keep you from participating in this deeply meaningful time of worship.  The service 

will conclude in silence as we prepare for the events of Good Friday.  

 

Good Friday  -Friday April 10 is a day of somber remembrance of Jesus’’ trial and 

death on the cross.   It is hard to imagine what is good about this day.  But under-

stand the word was once “holy” or “God” in translation.  However as horrific as that 

day was it is good as it is the literal turning point in all creation.  For in the death of 

Christ we are given forgiveness and restored relationship with God.  In the cross of death we are giv-

en new life.  In our remembering and observance of this day we are acknowledging our need for a 

savior, and in the cross God’s love for us is seen in God’s plan to save us from ourselves.   Certainly 

prayer and fasting are appropriate observations.  Fasting is an ancient spiritual discipline in which we 

physically feel the discomfort and do without to remember and mourn Jesus’ death.   Should you 

want any assistance or guides in the practice of fasting, please see Pastor Jamie. 
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Good Friday continued…  New for Concord this year is that in lieu of an evening worship service – 

we will provide instead “Good Friday Prayer stations” at the church from noon till 8:00pm.  This is 

self guided and intended for you to come and use taking as much or as little time that you want to 

walk through.  Each station will include scripture and a variety of activities to engage in the final 

hours of Jesus life, his suffering and death.  This is designed to help us to come face to face with the 

reality and cost of grace.  

 

Easter!  Sunday April 12th.  We will gather to celebrate the resurrection beginning 

with a Sunrise Service at 6:30 am.  We will plan to be outside so please dress accord-

ingly!  Following the sunrise service, we will share in breakfast together in the fellowship 

hall.  Watch for sign up sheets for food items for the church Easter Breakfast.  All are 

welcome- bring your friends!  Our Traditional Easter Worship Celebration will be at 9am 

with Communion and much joy as He lives!  

 

Odds and Ends 

Hymns and Music 

There is spare sheet music in the room across the hall from the 

Pastor’s office.  It is all free to a good home, though donations are 

appreciated.  Please make your selections by the end of February. 

 

 

Updated Church Directory 

 

We are in the process of making an updated church directory.  This will not be a picture directory 

but a simple tool to help us all keep in touch.  Please take a moment to verify you contact infor-

mation on the print-out in the vestibule.  As cell numbers and emails change often, please make 

any corrections or additions needed.  Mark with ‘ok’ if the information is correct. 
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

The annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sun-

day, Feb. 9 at 9:00 AM in conjunction with our regular 

worship service.  It will be followed immediately by a 

brunch in the fellowship hall for all in attendance. 

 

Small Group Lenten Study  

 

Small Group Lenten Study will start the week of Ash 

Wednesday.  Everyone will pick a time and location and 

day of week that works best for them.  Each group will 

meet once a week at its designated time.  We will be 

using Scripture and Adam Hamilton’s book “24 Hours 

That Changed the World” Each participant will read the 

designated chapter on their own and gather once a 

week with their small group for discussion, and prayer.   

Please note that there will not be weekly meager meals 

at the church but these small groups will meet for study 

instead.  Watch for additional information and details. 

Who Is Jesus to Me?  

Jesus is the Hungry--to be fed. 

Jesus is the Thirsty--to be satiated. 

Jesus is the Naked--to be clothed. 

Jesus is the Homeless--to be taken in. 

Jesus is the Sick--to be healed. 

Jesus is the Lonely--to be loved. 

Who Is Jesus to Me?  

Jesus is the Love--to be loved. 

Jesus is the Joy--to be shared. 

Jesus is the Sacrifice--to be offered.  

Jesus is the Peace--to be given. … 

Jesus is the Life--to be lived.   

  - Mother Theresa 

Church  Life 

Would you like to become a member here at Concord?  

 

If you have been considering this and have questions or 
are just curious- please see Pastor Jamie.  Our hope is to 
gather a couple of times following worship to discuss mem-
bership in either March or April.  When will depend on your 
availability.  Watch for details to follow.  Thank you!   
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We have had several requests for The Schneider’s 

address: 

Dick and Jayne Schneider 

Rochester Manor & Villa 

174 Virginia Avenue, Room # 460 

Rochester, PA 15074  

412-499-1797 

February  Volunteers 
 

Coffee Fellowship Greeters Liturgist 

Feb 2 
Carol Laughner Bob & Rose Marie Reich Warrena Merryman 

Feb 9 
 Brunch Bob & Diane Pleslusky N/A 

Feb 16 
Dan & Robin Hall Chris & Betty Kmiecik Dan Hall 

Feb 23 
Glenn & Judy Blank Bill & Debbie Himes Susan Duncan 

 February  Birthdays 

6    -   Margie Jarsulic 

9    -   Isaiah Rudich 

14  -   Mike Settembrine 

16  -   Robert Jarsulic 

24  -   Patty Jones 

26 -   Karen Wylie 

February  Anniversaries 

11  -  Dale and Linda Gliptis 

 

55+ Lunch Club 

Rehoboth Lutheran Church is hosting a 55+ Lunch Club.  Friends gather for a catered lunch and to 
catch up on the news. 

When:  Fourth Thursday of the month at noon.  (Feb 27th) 

Where:  Fellowship hall of Rehoboth Lutheran Church 

Cost:  The first time you join is free.  If you decide to continue, the cost is $10. 

Contact:  Barb Hyde at barbgen@comcast.net or Sally Patton at sallyjpatton@comcast.net 

Don’t be shy!  We would live to have you join us. 

Community 

Correspondence 
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Church  In  Prayer 

A FRIEND of Warrena Merryman 

BARTO FAMILY 

REV. TOM CLIFTON 

JOYCE COLLINS  

ALLIE CURRY  

JUDY CURRY  

PEARL DUNLAP  

DORIS & TERRY EASTERDAY  

JOE FRICK  

BRYAN HOGAN  

LINDA GLIPTIS  

LICIA GLIPTIS  

GUATEMALAN MISSIONARIES– Laura and Edgar 

WARREN & PAT GUTHRIE 

JAMIE HIMES 

JOE HOEGLE  

MARY KMIECIK 

JOIE LARRIK  

LAUGHNER FAMILY  

HUXLEY & LINDA LIPSCOMB  

DEBBIE MCGILL  

REV. JIM MORAN 

JACKIE PENN 

ROBY FAMILY  

RUDICH FAMILY and HANNAH YOHE 

SAGE 

RAYMOND SCHAFER  

DICK & JAYNE SCHNEIDER  

EARL & ELEANOR SCHRIVER  

JERRY SCHURRING 

BARBARA SIGLEY  

HAROLD & ROSEMARY SLOPPY  

TOM SMITH  

GLENN SNODGRASS  

BILL & DAWN THOMAS 

EVELYN WARREN  

KAREN WYLIE  

YOUNG FAMILY  

FOR DIFFICULT FAMILY SITUATIONS 

FOR ERIC AND RACHEL 

Prayer List 
  The people listed are those with 
various ongoing needs for whom 
we are praying on a regular basis, 
including each week during wor-
ship.  If you would like to include or 
remove  or update someone’s 
name on this list, please provide 
the pertinent information to the 
church office. 

Prayer Chain 

Alice Ward                     724-266-6776 

Robin/Dan Hall          724-869-0801 

Shelda/Chuck Rudich      724-266-5403 

Sue/John Laudenslager  724-869-7882 

Cathy Riddle          724-869-2321 

Janet Gilson                     724-316-0808 

Pastor Jamie                    814-673-0874 

Don’t forget...we gather for prayer 

every Wednesday evening at 7:00 at the 

church.  All are welcome and encour-

aged to join us either in person or by 

pausing and praying with us wherever 

you are at that time each Wednesday. 

Prayer 

From the  

Heart 


