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My Beloved Brothers and Sisters In Christ, 
 
Have you noticed the little subtle hints that winter is slowly waning?  Oh it may not be 
obvious as the snow, cold and gray are still very much with us.  But each day the sun-
light is extending, in fact we have already gained almost an hour since December.  
Some have seen a robin or two, and the spring bulbs green stems are making their 
way out of the earth. But unless we are really paying attention and looking, we might 
miss the subtle signs of spring.   

 
Perhaps on some level, that is what Lent helps us to do spiritually…to intentionally look.  To pause 
from the busy-ness of life to pay attention to the fact that God is at work all around us; to stop and 
regain our perspective on who Jesus is and our need for a Savior.  The season of Lent offers us an 
intentional pause and opportunities to draw our focus to Jesus- his life, death and resurrection.  It 
draws us to humbly stop and turn, to return to God who gives us the gift of new life today and always 
in the person of Jesus.   Such opportunities are in worship, prayer and our Lenten small group study.  
There are also a whole variety of disciplines we can practice on our own or together- these in include 
things like fasting, which can be from food or anything else.  It’s a discipline of doing without to cre-
ate space for building our relationship with God.  Some may choose to try a new way of prayer or 
personal devotional, participating in foot washing or a prayer path- all ways to pause and intentional-
ly look at the gift of love and grace. Still others may make intentional time for some service of others. 
 
My prayer is that each of you carves out time to intentionally look throughout this 6-week journey of 
Lent.  May we all pause to consider and reconsider the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and its 
transforming impact on our lives.   Perhaps the offering of our time and willingness of heart might be 
a wonderful thing to “give up” this Lent. 
 
As always, I am here for you and with you.  
 
Blessings of Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Jamie 
 Would you like to become a member here at Concord?  

 

If you have been considering this and have questions or 
are just curious- please see Pastor Jamie a.s.a.p.  Watch 
for details of an upcoming gathering.  Thank you!   
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Church  in Worship 

Here’s a brief overview of our Lenten Journey 

and our plans together as a congregation to 

observe them.  Never hesitate to clarify or ask 

Pastor Jamie questions regarding your Lenten 

Observations.  

Palm / Passion Sunday- Sunday April 5th- 

This final Sunday of Lent marks the beginning 

of what we know as Holy Week.  While often a 

festive day remembering Jesus triumphant 

entry through the city gates- we do so know-

ing that he comes humbly and willingly to lay 

down his life for us.  We hope to have our chil-

dren lead us in a Palm parade during worship. 

 

 Maundy Thursday - Thurs. April 9th at 7:00 

pm.  The word Maundy is  a derivative of old 

English word for command or mandate.  This 

is the day we celebrate and remember the last 

supper and the washing of the disciple’s feet 

just prior to Jesus’ arrest and trial.  Jesus 

commands us to remember his sacrifice and 

to wash one another’s feet.  These are power-

ful and deeply meaningful commands and 

formative in our understanding of Christ’s sac-

rificial love for each of us.  We will gather for 

worship that will include both communion and 

foot washing.  Ohio Presbyterian Church will 

be joining us here at Concord.  Every one of 

all ages are welcome.  While foot washing is 

not something many of us are accustomed to- 

please know that it is not required for you to 

participate.  So please don’t let it keep you 

from participating in this deeply meaningful 

time of worship.  The service will conclude in 

silence as we prepare for the events of Good 

Friday.  

 

Good Friday  - Friday April 10 is a day of som-

ber remembrance of Jesus’’ trial and death on 

the cross.   It is hard to imagine what is good 

about this day.  But understand the word was 

once “holy” or “God” in translation.  However 

as horrific as that day was it is good as it is 

the literal turning point in all creation.  For in 

the death of Christ we are given forgiveness 

and restored relationship with God.   

In the cross of death we are given new life.  In 

our remembering and observance of this day we  

are acknowledging our need for a savior, and in 

the cross God’s love for us is seen in God’s plan 

to save us from ourselves.   Certainly prayer and 

fasting are appropriate observations.   

New for Concord this year is that in lieu of an 

evening worship service – we will provide instead 

“Good Friday Prayer stations” at the church from 

noon till 8:00pm.  This is self guided and intend-

ed for you to come, taking as much or as little 

time that you want to walk through.  Each station 

will include scripture and a variety of activities to 

engage in the final hours of Jesus life, his suffer-

ing and death.  This is designed to help us to 

come face to face with the reality and cost of 

grace.  

 

Easter -  Sunday April 12th.  We will gather to 

celebrate the resurrection beginning with a Sun-

rise Service at 6:30 a.m.  We will plan to be out-

side so please dress accordingly!  Following the 

sunrise service, we will share in breakfast togeth-

er in the fellowship hall.  Watch for sign up 

sheets for food items for the church Easter 

Breakfast.  All are welcome- bring your friends!  

Our Traditional Easter Worship Celebration will 

be at 9:00 a.m. with Communion and much joy 

as He lives!  

Overview of the Season of Lent 



 3 

Welcome to 2020 (a few months late)! 

Sometimes it is so hard to sit down and write, most of the 

time because we are busy but also because things just 

keep happening and my ideas of what I want to share 

about are continuously changing.  The end of 2019 came 

with many surprises, both good and difficult.   

 

One of those surprises came about a week before Christ-

mas.  Presents were wrapped and plans were made.  We 

were at the store with our older kids picking out new 

clothes (its the tradition here for people to "estrenar" or 

wear new clothes on Christmas), when Edgar got the 

long awaited phone call that the CNA had found a family to adopt Jarvin.  The couple came on the fol-

lowing Monday and spent the week with him here at the home.  Friday we took him to the CNA office 

where papers were signed and we hugged goodbye.  This was a moment we had hoped and prayed 

for for quite awhile, but then it was like, "wait, what?"  Bittersweet tears as we let go once again.  

Thankful that this time it is to a better place we hope.   

 

We also received a visit from four of our children who left to live with their grandma about 10 months 

ago.  It was wonderful to see them and all our kids surrounded them with excitement and smiles as we 

welcomed them for lunch.  But it was also clear that life has not been easy for them since they left and 

the visit left us worried and sad.   

  

We are so thankful for those who gave towards our Christmas here at the home!  We were able to give 

the kids their Christmas stockings and some special meals.  We also took everyone to a park and for 

ice cream on Christmas day!  Each of the age groups were able to have their own outing, to play are-

as, to the movies and the older kids got to go on a day trip to the town of Tecpan up in the mountains.  

There we did horseback and go cart riding as well as some hiking!  We had a typical buffet lunch.  The 

kids really enjoyed the day and were begging to stay out longer!  We also learned after the go 

carts that we will NOT be letting a few of the kids behind the wheel of a car anytime soon!   

 

Guatemala  Update 

Please pray for: 

• For our children who have returned with their families, Jose, Dary,        

      Melany, Sarai, Jose, Kevin, and Jonhy 

• For the kids to do well in their schooling this year 

• Strength, patience and wisdom in caring for the children 

•  For wisdom for the judges who are handling each of the cases of our    

       children 

• For Jarvi to continue to adjust to his adoptive family 

• For our oldest kids as we look to find a vocation and direction for                                                       

                                                                                   their future 

PRAISE!      •   For an awesome village of people here working to care for these children 

•  For an amazing Christmas season   •   For good family visits   •  For financial provision 
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                          Community Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Please join us for an Easter egg hunt on April 4th from 

10:00a.m. to noon for all children 12 and younger.  The loca-

tion is the park behind the Economy Borough Building.  We 

are offering this as a community outreach along with other 

community churches.  We will be sharing the Easter story, 

have a craft and games.  We will conclude with a traditional egg hunt.  Save the 

date and tell your friends!   

In the meantime pray for this important outreach and watch for sign-up sheets, as 

we will need lots of folks to help.  We will also be calling for filled eggs as well.  

Watch for additional details. 

 

 

 

 

Anderson’s Candy Sale 

 

We are again selling Anderson’s candy this year.  Orders 

will arrive in time for Easter. Please have all orders in by 

March 15th.  Make checks payable to Concord Presbyteri-

an Church.  Order forms are available in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Contact Linda Sedar with any questions, 412-974-4785 . 

 

 

You are invited to join us in participating in the Rise and Shine Food Drive in conjunction with Feeding 

the Flock Ministries, which is a faith based organization that provides food weekly to anyone in need.  

Bins are in the vestibule to collect your donations, please bring them by March 8th.   Thank you to 

those who have already donated! 

Needed items include:   

Cold Cereals     Pancake mix 

Oatmeal     Syrup 

Breakfast/granola bars   Coffee and tea 

 

Church  Life 

Church  In  Mission 
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Thank you from Melinda Shaffer for all 

the prayers for her husband Raymond 

Shaffer, who is doing much better. 

March  Volunteers 
 

Coffee Fellowship Greeters Liturgist 

Mar 1 
Robert Jarsulic Warrena Merryman Cathy Riddle 

Mar 8 
The Gilsons Ron Krisch Betty Kmiecik 

Mar 15 
Robert Jarsulic  Virginia Kardasz 

Mar 22 
  Linda Sedar 

Mar 29 
Dan & Robin Hall Warrena Merryman Cathy Riddle 

 March  Birthdays 

8    -   Dawn Thomas 

10  -   Michelle Jones 

17  -   Bobby Jarsulic 

22 -   Christopher Woten 

          Dan Hall 

23 -   Betty Sue Young 

24 -   Bob Pleslusky 

28 -   Jackie Penn 

29 -   Nicholas Woten 

30 -   Bob Reich 

31 -   Cathy Riddle 

 

March  Anniversaries 

11  -  Harold and Rosemary Sloppy 

 

Correspondence 

Don’t forget...we gather for prayer every 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 at the church.  All are 

welcome and encouraged to join us either in person 

or by pausing and praying with us wherever you are 

at that time each Wednesday. 
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Church  In  Prayer 

A FRIEND of Warrena Merryman 

REV. TOM CLIFTON 

MARIE COLLIER  

JOYCE COLLINS  

ALLIE CURRY  

JUDY CURRY  

PEARL DUNLAP  

DORIS & TERRY EASTERDAY  

JOE FRICK  

BRYAN HOGAN  

LINDA GLIPTIS  

LICIA GLIPTIS  

GUATEMALAN MISSIONARIES– Laura and Edgar 

PAT GUTHRIE AND FAMILY  

JAMIE HIMES 

JOE HOEGLE  

ESTHER JONES 

MARY KMIECIK 

JOIE LARRIK 

ROBIN LAWTHER 

HUXLEY & LINDA LIPSCOMB  

DEBBIE MCGILL  

REV. JIM MORAN 

JACKIE PENN 

RUDICH FAMILY and HANNAH YOHE 

DICK & JAYNE SCHNEIDER  

EARL & ELEANOR SCHRIVER  

BARBARA SIGLEY  

HAROLD & ROSEMARY SLOPPY  

TOM SMITH  

GLENN SNODGRASS  

BILL & DAWN THOMAS 

RUTH TRUMBETTA  

EVELYN WARREN  

KAREN WYLIE  

FOR DIFFICULT FAMILY SITUATIONS 

 

Prayer List 
  The people listed are those with 
various ongoing needs for whom 
we are praying on a regular basis, 
including each week during wor-
ship.  If you would like to include or 
remove  or update someone’s 
name on this list, please provide 
the pertinent information to the 
church office. 

Prayer Chain 

Alice Ward                     724-266-6776 

Robin/Dan Hall          724-869-0801 

Shelda/Chuck Rudich      724-266-5403 

Sue/John Laudenslager  724-869-7882 

Cathy Riddle          724-869-2321 

Janet Gilson                     724-316-0808 

Pastor Jamie                    814-673-0874 

We are revamping our Concord Prayer 

Chain.  If you are interested in being 

part of this ministry, please call the 

church office or let Pastor Jamie know 

by the end of the month. Thank you!  


